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Lent fundraising project 
As you are aware, throughout the season of 
Lent, the children were actively making efforts 
to do good for others less fortunate than 
ourselves, and making personal sacrifices to 
raise money for the charity ShelterBox. 
Having returned from the Easter break, we 
have now counted up all the money donated 
and we are delighted to announce that as a 
school community we raised a fantastic 
Ã627.33. Thank you so much for your support 
with our fundraising project. 

Bringing our writing to life! 
Year 1 welcomed a little visitor to 
their classrooms this week. 
Melanie the tortoise joined the 
children as an inspirational 

óhookô into their most recent unit 
of work based around the story, 
How the Tortoise got his shell. 
The children were excited to look 
closely at the markings on 

Melanieôs shell, as in the story, it 
describes how the birds of the 
air put the tortoise's shell back 
together piece by piece. The 
year 1 teachers will be building 
their teaching sequence upon 
this initial real life experience, 
making connections between the 

text and the children's up close experience of a tortoise.  

Thank you to Miss Findlay's sister for letting Melanie join us in school for the morning! 



Earth Day 
Wednesday this week was Earth Day and the focus in 
our key stage assemblies was to learn more about this 
annual event. Earth day is about recognising we only 
have one planet to call home, and we need to look 
after it and use its resources wisely. 
This also links to Laudate Si Pope Francisô encyclical 
regarding our responsibility to the gift of life 
on earth and our Catholic Social Teaching principle of 
stewardship. 
We talked in last weekôs OPAL play assembly about 
our responsibility to act as stewards of 
God's earth and we discussed the responsibility we all 
have to look after our school grounds, but also the 
surrounding areas such as the river and the ground 
the other side of the perimeter fencing.  
To help the children play an active part in being 
stewards of our school environment all year groups 
have taken responsibility for tidying and caring for 
various parts of our school environment. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

A group of year 5 and 6 pupils kindly 
volunteered their time to join  me 
next door so that they could help to 
take care of and tidy up parts of the 
surrounding area, retrieving and 
returning items that belonged in 
school but that had  
found their way the other side of our 
school boundary.  

In our ongoing work as a Rights Respecting school, we continue to help the 
children to better understand the rights they have as a child. Article 19 of the 
UNCRC reminds the children that they have the right to be protected from harm. 
We will be using the NSPCCôs Speak out Stay safe programme in school in the 
coming weeks to help reinforce to the children the importance of óspeaking outô 
and talking to a trusted adult if they are worried or experience a situation whereby 
they have been upset or hurt.  


